Women and Youth Empowerment

Under our Women and Youth Economic Empowerment thematic area, URBANET is committed
to creating sustainable livelihood opportunities that enable women and young people to achieve
economic independence, build resilience, and contribute meaningfully to local development.
Recognizing that limited access to productive resources, finance, markets, skills, and decision-
making opportunities continues to constrain their economic potential, the organization implements
integrated interventions that strengthen entrepreneurship, improve employability, and promote
inclusive economic growth.

Our work focuses on enhancing the productive capacities of women and youth through skills
development, entrepreneurship training, business incubation, vocational and technical education,
financial literacy, and enterprise development support. We equip beneficiaries with practical
knowledge and market-oriented skills that enable them to establish, manage, and expand profitable
businesses across agricultural and non-agricultural value chains.

URBANET promotes access to productive resources by facilitating linkages to financial services,
savings and credit schemes, agricultural inputs, appropriate technologies, business development
services, and markets. We support women and youth to participate in profitable value chains
through value addition, processing, packaging, quality improvement, and market integration,
thereby increasing incomes and creating sustainable employment opportunities.

The organization also strengthens producer groups, cooperatives, women-led enterprises, youth
associations, and community-based organizations to enhance collective action, bargaining power,
and access to investment opportunities. Through mentoring, coaching, networking, and leadership
development, we build the confidence and capacity of women and young entrepreneurs to compete
effectively in local and regional markets.

In addition, URBANET promotes inclusive economic participation by addressing the social,
cultural, and institutional barriers that limit women's and youth's access to economic opportunities.
We advocate for equitable access to land, finance, productive assets, technology, and leadership
positions while encouraging household and community support for women's economic
participation and youth innovation.

The organization also supports the development of green enterprises and climate-resilient
businesses that create decent jobs while contributing to environmental sustainability. These include
enterprises in agroecology, sustainable agriculture, recycling, renewable energy, agro-processing,
and other environmentally responsible sectors that generate income while protecting natural
resources.

Through strategic partnerships with government agencies, financial institutions, private sector
actors, development partners, and local communities, URBANET creates an enabling ecosystem
for enterprise growth, job creation, and inclusive economic development. By empowering women



and youth with the skills, resources, and opportunities they need to thrive, the organization
contributes to poverty reduction, resilient livelihoods, gender equality, and sustainable community
development.



